TOWN OF STONINGTON
COMMISSION ON AGING
SPECIAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2021

Members in attendance: Sye Peglow, Susan Sedensky, Jennifer Young, RJ Connelly, Ruth
~AEMDErs In attendance
Nolder, Gisela Harma, Marty Booker, Joanne Kelly

Human Services Re resentative: Michelle Larese-Casanova
—————==2Clvices Representative

Town of Stonington Selectman: June Strunk
Community Guest: N/A

Secretary’s Report

- Minutes from October 6, 2021 reviewed, loanne Kelly moved to accept, seconded by
Sue Cullen. Minutes accepted

- Correspondence

None

Finance Report

Sue Peglow presented the report. (Attached)

Programs/Events — Michelle Larese-Casanova reported that Chojces Counseling open
enrollment ends on December 7, 2021. Fruit baskets were delivered to 20 residents,

Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center reported that 342 Stonington residents received turkey boxes
for Thanksgiving. The Agency is accepting gift cards for children’s toys,

Legislative Updates — None,

Old Business — Susan Sedensky continuing to compile list of senior activities within the town
and surrounding municipalities. She reported that this month the Town of Groton Senior
Center has officially changed its name to THRIVES55++; Active Living Center as a resylt of a
research study that showed the word “senior” to have negative connotations form nonusers
affecting the overall perception of its programs and services.

Jenn Young submitted LeadingAgeRi, 2015 booklet as example of for-profit services for seniors
New Business - The Commission must submit a Regular Meeting Schedule to the Town Clerk
Gisela Haram moved that the Commission on Aging continue tg meet on the 1% Wednesday of

the month, excluding July and August at 4:00 p.m. at the Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center. The

3chedule to the Town Clerk,




Adjournment - Motion to adjourn made by diseia Harma at 4:30, motion seconded by Joanne
Kelly. Meeting adjourned at 4:31

Next Meeting Wednesday, January 5, 20.22 at 4:00 p.m. at the Pawcatuck Neighborhood
Center,

Minutes submitted by COA Secretary, Susan Sedensky

oo ooy




TOWN OF STONINGTON VFW POST 1265
152 Elm Street e Stonington, CT 06378 e (860) 535-5050 160 South Broad Street s Pawcatuck, CT 06379 o (860) 599-2404
dchesebrough@stonington-ct.gov admin@vfwpost1265.com

October 13, 2021

Commission on Aging

¢/o Stonington Human Services
166 South Broad Street
Pawcatuck, CT 06379

Drafi rendering of proposed

Dear Members of the Commission on Aging: v Hansent

On behalf of the VEW 1265 Harley P. Chase Post in Pawcatuck and Town of Stonington, thank you
for your donation of $1000 on 10/7/2021 supporting the creation of a Veteran Monument.

The Veteran Monument will honor all military veterans who have served our country from the Town
of Stonington. The monument will include the names of over 7,000 individuals and utilize a new
technology that will allow visitors to use their smartphones to read through the list of names. F urther,
the technology will link to a dedicated website where videos and photos can be stored to connect
visitors with historical content. It also allows for names to continue to be added over the years.
Working in partnership with Buzzi Memorial plans are in place for design and construction of an eight-
sided granite monument, which will showcase etched drawings honoring veterans. The monument
will be located on the grounds of the Stonington Police Department. This location was desirable due
to the high frequency of traffic, as well as the lighting and safety.

As you may know, we have formed an advisory group working together on research, outreach and
fundraising including representatives from the Stonington Historical Society, Ocean Community
Chamber of Commerce, Chelsea Groton Bank, Stonington High School, VFW, local veterans and
residents. As the cost of the monument is approximately $180,000, our goal is to fully fund this
important project with a combination of sponsorships, donations, grants and town support.

Please reach out if you would like to participate in our advisory group and consider sharing information
on our project with your family and friends.

Again, thank you for your generous donation and support of this important project.

~ Warm regards, gr([\@/d; (-»fj({/k (/U ( SO A% MC/Z/\
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